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Conservation Behavior is a sub-discipline of animal behavior that seeks to purposely use knowledge about animal behavior 
to help address conservation and management of wildlife, thus integrating Conservation Biology and Animal Behavior. The 
origins of this concept are dated around the mid-1990s when a conservation symposium was organized by R. Buchholz and 
held at the Animal Behavior Society (ABS) meeting in 1995 and the paper “Conservation needs ethology” was published in 
1996 by E. Curio in Trends in Ecology and Evolution. It has been almost 23 years since this concept was first presented and 
many texts, reviews, and papers have been written on the topic. We review the history of Conservation Behavior in relation 
to its growth, when the term “conservation behavior” was coined, as well as the role the Animal Behavior Society 
Conservation Committee has had in the progression of this sub-discipline using a timeline of key events. 

The Current State and Future of Conservation Behavior

Thanks to the founders of Conservation Behavior, and all of the researchers who have 
followed in their footsteps, this field has made significant contributions to wildlife 
conservation. Unfortunately, the need for comprehensive conservation programs is increasing 
but the inclusion of conservation behaviorists will increase the success and efficacy of such 
programs.
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Conservation Behavior  

When did the term first get used in this context? 

● In a book review of “Behaviour and Conservation” by Blumstein (2001) “The book is a good entry into the conservation 
behavior literature…” 

How has the term been used in the literature?

● In Academia: Search of Web of Science of “conservation behavior” (April 1, 2018) = 116 returns 
○ Only 8 results used the term in the integrating conservation biology and animal behavior context (first in 2007)

■ Of the 8 results 5 were reviews, 1 book, 1 comment on a published paper and 1 original research article 
○ Majority of results returned used the term in reference to human conservation behavior (i.e., in the context of humans 

in human dimensions and sociology, conservation behavior of a person)

● In Practice: Search of the Federal Register and regulations (www.federalregister.gov and www.regulations.gov) = 23 returns
○ Only 1 result used the term in the integrated conservation biology and animal behavior context

■ Citation of: Swaisgood, RR. December 6, 2004. Conservation behavior research with pandas, rhinos and lorises. San 
Diego State University, Department of Biology Seminar Series.

○ Majority of results used term in reference to human conservation behavior

Animal Behavior Society Conservation Committee (ABS-CC)
  
“The ABS Conservation Committee was created in 1997. One of its goals is to encourage society members to participate in 
research programs addressing the interface between animal behavior and conservation science.” (The Conservation Behaviorist 
2003) 

ABS-CC Chairs:
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Integrating Animal Behavior and Conservation 
When did the concept of integrating the two fields happen?

The integration of animal behavior into conservation strategies was occuring from the start of conservation biology in the 
1980s.  However, the concept of purposefully integrating the two fields came later in the 1990s: 
• Based on ABS history, we mark 1995 as the year the concept emerged (~30 years from when ABS was established)
• Breed (2017) has 1996 as the origin of the concept, likely due to its emergence in the literature that year 

Chronology of Texts:

1995

A motion to create an 
ad hoc ABS 

Conservation 
Committee was 

seconded and passed 
and ABS President Lee 

Drickamer asked 
James Ha to be chair 
of ABS-CC (at ABS  in 
Lincoln, Nebraska) 

2007

Conservation 
Behavior: From 
implications to 
applications - 

symposium at ABS in 
Edmonton, Alberta, 

Canada

What has the ABS-CC accomplished?

★ 3 ABS-CC workshops:
To bridge the gap between the fields of conservation and animal behavior, ABS-CC has conducted three one-day workshops aimed at applying 
behavioral theory and research to solving real-world conservation problems.  These workshops allowed conservation biologists working to solve 
problems on the ground a chance to work with a large group of expert behavioral ecologists on the development of potential solutions. In 2019, the 
ABS-CC will host an additional workshop designed to train early-career behaviorists to provide behavioral expertise to conservation programs.

★ 12 Volumes of The Conservation Behaviorist:
The Conservation Behaviorist was “an electronic biannual news-update, [that informed] Animal Behavior Society members about the Conservation 
Committee's activities, research trends in behavior and conservation, and related scientific news.” (The Conservation Behaviorist 2003) 

★ 3 ABS Symposiums

★ Internet Resources:
The ABS-CC has a website and Facebook page (created by Amaranta Kozuch and maintained by Elizabeth Peterson; with currently 444 followers;  
www.facebook.com/Animal-Behavior-Society-Conservation-Behavior-Committee-283601924985436/) 
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Some of the ABS founders at ABS 1984
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